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Bangladesh: “Fifty Shades of Green” 
 

 

I just returned from Bangladesh. It has always been a challenging place for me to visit.  I am not exactly sure 

why.  Maybe it is the rich culture that has so many complicated facets, or the constant noise and hustle of it’s 

legendary traffic, maybe the disparity of rich and poor or adherence to class status…  To have someone come 

up to you and kneel down in the dirt and touch your feet as a sign of respect is hard to get used to… 

 

Yet, I think it is these things that continue to teach me lessons of surrender and humility, of love and 

compassion. I am learning to follow Christ as He leads and at the same time lead others into a deeper 

relationship with God.  I must be a follower before I can be a leader.  Like Christ we must serve as the least, 

yet we do it out of love and obedience to the greatest one.        

         

On our trip from Dhaka to Barisal (about an 8 hr. road trip 

that includes a ferry), you see the intriguing human and 

natural landscape:  Markets full of people and goods, 

bustling business of all sorts, faces that tell stories of long 

hours of toil.  Like the vast verdant rice fields that extend as 

far as the eye can see (even for someone with poor vision 

like me) the beauty of this country is a wonder.  The deep 

greens of the patties are vast and varied and stretch out like 

the ocean.  This brought me to the sense that amidst all that I 

do not understand and the challenges I faced, all is well...  

God is here and He is ever fulfilling His purposes and 

promises to those who call to Him. 

 

This trip has made me thankful for many things.  There is so much I take for granted like a cup of hot water 

for coffee, the smile of my wife, and the familiar and comforting surroundings of home.  And, I am thankful 

for you!  Thank you for making this journey possible!  With your support we demonstrated God’s love in 

practical ways through a 4-day Small Business Development training, a public speaking workshop, and 

many meetings to encourage the local believers.  Thank you for letting me share my heart! 
 
 With Thankfulness and Gratitude! 
    

 Don and LeeAnn 

 

***Urgent Prayer Update: 

Don will be leaving for South Sudan, 

the world’s newest country in, TWO WEEKS! 

Pray for: 

 Endurance and good health 

 Grace for LeeAnn as she keeps the home fires burning 

 Our serving and training opportunities 

 Continued Prayer and Financial Support         “Things happen in prayer before they happen!” 

 

Communities of Hope, PO Box 9181, San Bernardino, CA 92427 

Make checks payable to: Communities of Hope 
 

You may also give a one-time gift or set up an ongoing donation through  

Water of Life Community Church at 

 www.wateroflifecc.org/about/online-giving 

 In the first drop-down box choose “Missionaries” 

 Choose the missionary’s name: Communities of Hope (Don 

Fredricks) from a second drop-down box that will appear 

 

Or give online at:  www.communities-of-hope.org 

 

http://www.wateroflifecc.org/about/online-giving
http://www.communities-of-hope.org/

